5:] SOUNDOFF

Volunteering is valuable and enriching

Re: Volunteer work no help in job
search, Dec. 14

I am compelled to respond to the
Soundoff article by Tony Amar in
which he claims that “volunteer
experience counts for nothing in
the world of careers.”

In 2004 alone, British
Columbians contributed 314 mil-
lion volunteer hours, an amount
equal to 160,000 full-time jobs. The
number of volunteers in this
Easwnce and the country overall

been steadily on the increase
over the past 20 years. B.C.'s volun-
teers mirror the diversity of our
Eer ce and include a great num-

of youth, senior citizens and
gew ‘:lf.':a:mdlal:.s,f representing a

road range of age groups, income
levels and other demographics. It is
estimated that at least a quarter of
British Columbians are volunteers.
Thlese figures make it evident that
Vo 1s an ortant part
of mf m:gsldents
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ing experience for paid work. Many
employers look for a balance of
volunteer experience and commu-
nity service, paid work and educa-
tion on a resume; at least some vol-

unteer experience is expected for
admittance to post-sec-
ondary educati institutions,

and is mandatory for entrance to
study law or medicine. For many
people, volunteering offers the
opportunity to explore different
career paths, and opens doors for
exciting and rewarding work
opportunities. The non-profit sec-
tor, which depends to a great
extent on the donated work hours
of volunteers, is a rapidly growing
part of the Canadian economy.
importantly, volunteer
mrk enn es our personal lives by
ing our understanding of the
Rty ndgbies Suporting s
ty an up a
culture of volunteerism transforms

our society, improving quality of
life for both the giver and the
receiver, changing attitudes, chal-
lenging stereotypes and building a
better British Columbia. Volun-
teerism is an integral part of the
fabric of our communities and a
fundamental part of the Canadian
identity.

Amar has evidently made a sig-
nificant contribution to this identi-
ty in the many years he has given to
international volunteer work — a
contribution he should be proud of.

Volunteer centres in communi-
ties throughout the province can
hdtg potential volunteers meet

their personal and career
bjectives by matching an individ-
mth an appropriate volunteer
m a broad range of
sectors and organizations, For
information on volunteering or to
find volunteer opportumtles in
your community, please visit
wwwuvolunteerbe.bc.ca

Michad McCoy is president of Volun-

teer BC.

TUESDAY IN
ISSUES & IDEAS

It's Tax Season: Get hold of the calculator, the shoebox, the accountant — and the Aspirin,
columnist Dianne ﬂhohart suggests.



